
Louisville Youth Orchestra 

Music History Courses 

 
Younger Class (Middle School)  

This class will be designed for the very young musician who has little to no background in 
music history. The goal of this course will be to give young students the opportunity to 
begin to build the context through which they view music. There will be no research aspect 
to this course, but conversation in class will be encouraged. Each week, we will listen to 
two symphonic pieces, and discuss what makes the two pieces different. We will slowly but 
surely work our way through the Classical, Romantic, and Modernist (1760-1930) periods. 

An example week would be to listen to the first movement of a Haydn symphony, then the 
first movement of a Mozart symphony, and to compare the two. How does Haydn sound 
different from Mozart? Which of these pieces sound newer? Which piece do you think was 
written first? Which one do you like more? Why? These discussions will give an 
opportunity to ask questions that will inform the students’ musical lens. 

Older Class (High School) 

This class is designed for the pre-college aged musician, who may be more prepared to 
have conversations about the influence that composers in the western music timeline have 
had on each other, as well as the influence these composers have on us still today. Our 
scope will be limited to symphonic music. We will discuss the pre-Classical, Classical, 
Romantic, 20th century, and contemporary periods.  Additionally, there will be a research 
aspect.  Students will be asked to write a short research paper on a topic chosen from a 
list I will compile. I have put a more detailed scope of the course below.  
 
Semester One: Pre-classical, Classical, early-Romantic (roughly 1730-1850) 

Topics: Sonata form, development of standard orchestration, the First Viennese School. 

*Composers: J.S. Bach, Franz Joseph Haydn, Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, Franz 
Schubert, Hector Berlioz, Felix Mendelssohn, Robert Schumann 

Semester Two: late-Romantic, 20th century, contemporary (1850-present)  

Topics: tone poem, growth of the orchestra, the Russians and the French, impressionism, 
ballet music, the Second Viennese School, American symphonists, neoclassicism, 
minimalism, living composers. 

*Composers: Johannes Brahms, Richard Strauss, Anton Bruckner, Gustav Mahler, 
Alexander Borodin, Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, Modest Mussorgsky, Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky, Igor Stravinsky, Claude Debussy, Cesar Franck, Maurice Ravel, Charles 
Ives, Arnold Schoenberg, Alban Berg, Anton Webern, Amy Beach, Aaron Copland, 
Florence Price, William Grant Still, Leonard Bernstein, Dmitri Shostakovich, Witold 
Lutoslawski, John Adams, Kaija Saariaho, Libby Larsen, Andrew Norman 

*Please note that it may not be possible for all these composers to be covered in full detail. 


